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Women’s Peace and Humanitarian Fund  
Request for Proposals from INGOs (Targeted)  

 

WPHF 2026 Global Women’s Forum and Pre-Forum Activations 
  

Call Opens  2 April 2026 

Deadline for Submission of Proposal Package  14 April 2026 at 23:59 CET Geneva  

Submit applications to WPHFapplications@unwomen.org  

 

1. About the Women’s Peace and Humanitarian Fund (WPHF) 

The United Nations Women’s Peace and Humanitarian Fund (WPHF) is a multi-partner trust fund that supports 
local and grassroots women’s civil society leaders and their organizations in conflict, fragile and crisis settings 
worldwide. The Fund mobilizes and channels flexible and quality funding (institutional and programmatic) and 
capacity support to civil society organizations (CSOs), women peacebuilders, humanitarians and human rights 
defenders working at the forefront of WPS-HA issues across the globe.  
 
The overall goal of WPHF is to contribute to peaceful, safe and equal societies. Achievement of this goal will 
require that women are empowered to participate in, contribute to, and benefit from conflict prevention, crisis 
response, peacebuilding, and recovery. Since its launch in 2016, WPHF has been supporting over 1,800 civil 
society organizations and is present in 49 countries. 

 
The WPHF is governed by a Global Steering Committee at the global level, which is comprised of four UN entities 
(UN Women, UNHCR, UNFPA and PBSO), four donor Member States (Germany, United Kingdom, Norway and 
Italy), as well as 4 Civil Society Organizations (currently Politics4Her, Women for Women International, She’s the 
First and Reach Out Cameroon).  
 
This call for proposals is aligned with WPHF’s Strategic Plan (2026-2029) and two key outputs centered around 
global learning, capacity strengthening, and knowledge generation, as well as advocacy, communications, system 
coordination, and coherence.  
 

2. About the Global Women’s Peace Forum 
 
In 2026, WPHF will host the Global Women’s Peace Forum (GWPF) as part of the 10th anniversary of the WPHF, 
and an important opportunity for strategic solidarity and networking for collaborative action among women’s 
rights organizations. The overall goal of the GWPF is to strengthen networks, highlight the role of women 
peacebuilders and activists in localizing the WPS and HDP nexus and reinforce a sustainable movement 
by securing financial and political commitments from key stakeholders. It will also highlight what has worked 
and identify critical collaborative next steps for advancing the HDP nexus and ensuring the integration 
of sustainable peace and security.   
 
The Forum will build on the lessons learned from the Global Women’s Peace Forums held in Berlin (2023) and 
Vienna (2019) and will be informed by key international milestones. A broad coalition of actors will be convened 
– including representatives from civil society, governments, philanthropy, private sector and UN entities. 
 
The GWPF will be centered around three key convenings: 
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• A 1-day online inter-generational dialogue will be hosted in late May 2026 and will complement the Pre-
Forum by creating an international conversation to inform and guide its agenda, by identifying key 
themes, priorities, and opportunities for collaboration.   

• A ‘pre-GWPF’ will be hosted in Cali, Colombia on 9-10July 2026, designed to strengthen connections and 
mutual understanding among CSOs from around the world. During this preparatory phase, participants 
will collaboratively develop the agenda for the main Forum.  

• The GWPF in Geneva, Switzerland on 8-9October 2026.  
  
Specifically, the objectives of the GWPF are to:  
 
Strengthen Strategic Collaboration  

• Facilitate safe and robust dialogue among civil society, governments, philanthropy, private sector and 
UN entities.  

• Highlight and expand public–private partnerships for peace, linking the WPS and humanitarian agenda 
to sustainable development, digital innovation, and climate resilience. 

• Connect diverse women peacebuilders and human rights defenders to build solidarity and 
understanding, bridge agendas, and promote collaboration across the humanitarian, development, and 
peace sectors. 
 

Catalyze Funding Commitments and Support for Sustainable Peacebuilding   

• Mobilize financial commitments for flexible, direct, and rapid funding for local women’s organizations.  

• Capitalize on the “Peace Is” campaign and other relevant campaigns led by actors within the WPS-HA 
space to inspire collective advocacy, storytelling and solidarity around women’s leadership in crises and 
peacebuilding.  

• Strengthen the ecosystem of feminist actors supporting localization of funding and action across HDP 
nexus. 
 

Highlight Lessons Learned and Better Practices in Localizing the HDP Nexus  

• Reflect on gains as aligned to the WPS and GiHA normative framework. 

• Promote shared learning on risk management, safeguarding and accountability for localized and nexus-
aligned funding. 

• Transform the Forum’s discussions into a strategic advocacy document that participants can use to 
advance agendas, influence policy, and strengthen women’s leadership. Promoting continuity in 
conversations and fostering global advocacy across countries and priorities. 

 
 

3. Objectives and Deliverables 
 

WPHF is seeking an international non-governmental organization (INGO) with demonstrated experience in 
designing and facilitating global events involving civil society and women’s rights organizations. The INGO 
willprovide remote and in-person support in coordination, co-creation, and facilitation of the pre-GWPF and 
GWPF events.  The selected INGO will promote iterative and participatory design processes that facilitate 
inclusive decision-making, and which balances power dynamics across stakeholder groups. The INGO will also 
provide comprehensive reports on the process, achievements lessons learned and recommendations arising out 
of the 2026 Pre-Forum Activations and GWPF. 
 
Specifically, the INGO partner will be responsible for:  
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• Supporting the design, structure and agenda for both of an inter-generational dialogue (virtual, May 
2026) and GWPF Pre-Forum (Colombia, July 2026).  

• Co-creating and facilitating the intergenerational dialogue and the GWPF Pre-Forum with WPHF, 
including the development of the agenda, session formats, discussion guides, and facilitation tools to 
maximize engagement.  

• Collaborating with WPHF and relevant partners to co-create a detailed agenda and sessions for the GWPF 
informed by prior consultations, and additional engagements with CSOs, Member States and other key 
stakeholders.  

• Developing GWPF material, including session formats, discussion guides and facilitation tools to 
maximize engagement. 

• Co-facilitating the GWPF with WPHF in Geneva, Switzerland, in October 2026,  

• Supporting WPHF in the identification and coordination of session speakers and facilitators, including 
preparing guiding documents and hosting preparatory sessions with them. 

• Produce a mid-term progress report, documenting opportunities and recommendations that can 
influence peacebuilding at the GWPF. This should inform the GWPF outcome document/action plan. The 
report should also capture CSO and WHRD priorities for institutional strengthening, opportunities for 
dialogue at the political and policy level, and partnership and funding opportunities that can lead to 
women’s economic empowerment. The process, approach and lessons learned should also be captured 
in the report, to ensure multi-stakeholder engagement and return on investment. or participants to 
enhance engagement and contribution.  

• Produce a final comprehensive report that builds on the mid-term report, which also includes key 
achievements and results, and  and data captured through monitoring and evaluation tools 

• Maintain registration of participants, disseminate event surveys and other tools developed by WPHF for 
use during the forum. 

 
Please note that WPHF will lead on all logistics for the events.  
 

4. Duration of Partnership 
The partnership will be for a period up to 9 months and ends in November 2026.   
 

5. Location 
It is expected that the INGO will provide remote support to pre-Forum activations online, and in-person support 

(at least 1 lead facilitator) to the Pre-Forum in Colombia, and to the GWPF in Switzerland.  

 

6. Size of Grants and Funding Amount 
Project proposals should not exceed $30,000 USD to deliver the aforementioned activities and until November 
2026. This includes all costs related to the implementation of proposed deliverables.  
 
WPHF will directly cover travel, daily subsistence allowance (DSA) and terminals for one lead focal point from 
the selected partner organization to attend the GWPF and Pre-Forum. Airfare, DSA and terminal costs for 
additional participants must be included in the project proposal budget. 
 

7. Eligibility  
 

7.1. Who is Eligible to Apply? 
Qualifying international NGO with experience facilitating global multi-stakeholder workshops, conferences, or 
similar events, and experience in engaging women’s organisations and broader civil society organizations at 



          

4 
 

national and international levels. INGOs should have a strong track record of documenting discussions, preparing 
comprehensive reports and providing actionable recommendations.  
 
In addition, INGOs should have demonstrated experience in providing capacity strengthening support to CSOs 
and grassroots organizations working on the implementation of the women’s peace and security (WPS) agenda 
and related thematic areas, civil society strengthening, and demonstrated experience working on peace 
processes and with relevant international bodies. 
 
Special attention will be given to women-led and women’s rights/feminist applicants1 and to organizations that 
apply feminist and gender-sensitive methodologies. It is expected that the INGO will assign a focal point as the 
main project liaison and engagement specialist for the duration of the agreement. CSO consortiums are also 
eligible.  
 
The following are NOT eligible to apply: 

• Government agencies or institutions; 

• UN agencies or UN Country Teams; 

• Private individuals; 

• Private sector entities; 

• Research or educational institutions 
 
A proof of legal registration (or legal status) is a required attachment for any grant application. Applications 
without clear proof of legal status will be considered incomplete and will be withdrawn from the application 
process. Note that articles of incorporation are not proof of legal status.  

 
7.2.  Eligibility Criteria 
 
INGOs who submit applications to this Call for Proposals will undergo a technical review based on the answers 
in the Proposal Template and accompanying documents. Applicants should be able to demonstrate the 
following:  
 

• Demonstrated experience facilitating global multi-stakeholder workshops, conferences, or similar 
events and the use of inclusive and participatory facilitation approaches. 

• Demonstrated experience engaging women’s organizations and broader civil society organizations at 
national, regional and international levels. 

• Strong track record of documenting discussions, preparing comprehensive reports, and providing 
actionable recommendations.  

• Demonstrated experience in providing capacity strengthening support to CSOs and grassroots 
organizations and to civil society strengthening and movement building.  

• Demonstrated knowledge and/or experience of relevant funding mechanisms, resource mobilization 
strategies, donor engagement, and innovative approaches to financing. 

• Women-led and women’s rights/feminist organizations that demonstrate the application of feminist 

and gender-sensitive methodologies. 

 
1 To be considered a "woman-led CSO," the organisation must be headed by a woman.  
To be considered a “women’s rights or feminist organisation,” the organisation’s official mission/visions statements must reflect its 
commitment to addressing multiple/intersecting forms of discrimination and advancing gender equality and women’s rights. The 
organisation should aim to address the underlying drivers/systems/structures, including patriarchy and gendered power dynamics, that 
perpetuate EVAWG and gender-based violence and work to transform these. 
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• Experience and track record of working on programming and issues related to women, peace and 
security, and humanitarian action.  

• Experience in financial management, monitoring, and reporting. 

• Experience in participatory and inclusive approaches in monitoring and evaluation. 
 

7.3. Must applicants contribute to the project budget? 
Applicants may be required to contribute to the budget if additional team members would like to participate in 
the WPHF Pre-Forum and GWPF events. 
 
7.4. Where do we obtain more information about the call?  
WPHF will accept questions related to this proposal until 08 April 2026. Please allow a minimum of 1-2 days for 

responses to any questions. Questions should be emailed to: jenille.maraj@unwomen.org  

 

8. How to apply for the Call for Proposals? 
 
Proposals and accompanying documents are to be submitted to WPHFapplications@unwomen.org with the 
subject line: “WPHF INGO – Global Women’s Peace Forum 2026” 
 

• The deadline for submission of proposals is 14 April 2026 by 23:59 CET Geneva. Applications received 
after that date will not be considered.  

• Applications will only be accepted in English. 

• You may not make changes to your application after it is submitted. 

• Applications can be submitted in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format. No other formats will be accepted. Legal 
registration certificates can be submitted in jpeg., png., doc., docx., or pdf format. All documents 
should be submitted together as one package. 

• WPHF will acknowledge receipt of application within three days of receipt. Please DO NOT resend your 
application unless you do not receive confirmation of receipt within three days. 
 

8.1. Required Components of the Application Package 
Applicants are required to use the WPHF templates provided. Please note, incomplete applications or use of 
different templates will not be considered. 
 
 WPHF Proposal Template 
 Proposed Project Budget (Annex A – Excel File) 
 CV of lead facilitator/focal point and other relevant team members 
 Two samples of workshop reports and/or policy briefs previously produced 

 
DO NOT submit photos or additional documents other than the ones listed.  
 
If selected, the partner will be required to produce the following documents unless the organization has 
completed a UN HACT assessment or UN Women Risk Based Capacity Assessment within the past four years: 
 
 Organization staffing chart  
 List of Board of Directors and Management 
 Financial accounting policy 
 Programme Management Policy 
 Procurement Policy 
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 Data Privacy Policy, or M&E Strategy outlining data security and privacy 
 Risk Management Policy 
 At least 3 years audited financial statements 
 PSEA Policy and evidence of internal training/compliance 
 Fraud and Anti-Corruption Policy 
 List of main donors 
 List of main suppliers 
 List of auditors 
 Two references related to similar work 
 Proof of valid legal registration  
 

9.  Evaluation Criteria 

INGOs who submit applications to this Call for Proposals will undergo a technical review based on the answers 
in the Proposal Template and accompanying documents. Applicants will be evaluated based on the following 
criteria:  
 
Organization Experience 

• Organization mandate and mission is aligned with WPHF’s mandate and the objectives of the GWPF 

2026. 

• Demonstrated experience facilitating global multi-stakeholder workshops, conferences, or similar 
events and the use of inclusive and participatory facilitation approaches. 

• Demonstrated experience engaging women’s organisations and broader civil society organizations at 
national, regional and international levels. 

• Demonstrated experience in providing capacity strengthening support to CSOs and grassroots 
organizations, movement building and supporting resource mobilization.  

• Demonstrated knowledge and/or experience of relevant funding mechanisms, resource mobilization 
strategies, donor engagement, and innovative approaches to financing. 

•   Production of high-quality workshop reports and/or technical reports and advocacy documents and 
managing programmes and initiatives related to WPS and Humanitarian Action.  

• Women-led and women’s rights/feminist organisations that demonstrate the application of feminist 

and gender-sensitive methodologies. 

• Experience in financial management, monitoring, and reporting for similar events. 

• Experience and track record of working on programming and issues related to women, peace and 
security, and humanitarian action. 

• Geographical reach and language capabilities to facilitate and implement activities for diverse, global 
CSO/WHRD representation. 

 
Approach to Mandate 

• Clear approaches to deliverables, including project activities, sequencing and expected results, using 
participatory and inclusive approaches. 

• Realistic activity schedule and implementation strategy to achieve objectives within the time frame and 
budget.  

 
 Management and Monitoring 

• Relevant staffing, qualifications and experience. (including relevant supporting documents). 
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• Experience and identification of appropriate participatory and inclusive approaches in monitoring and 
evaluation. 

• Strong track record of documenting discussions, preparing comprehensive reports, and providing 
actionable recommendations.  

•   Identification of comprehensive risks and appropriate mitigation measures  

 
Budget: 

• Proposal reasonable for proposed initiative and within the limit of the Call for Proposals 

• The budget includes indirect operational costs at the allowed level (no more than 7.0%).  
 
10.  Useful Resources 

• The WPHF’s website https://wphfund.org/  

• The  WPHF’s page on the Multi-Partner Trust Fund Office’s Gateway: 

http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/GAI00 

• The WPHF’s Twitter account: @wphfund 

  

https://wphfund.org/
http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/GAI00
https://twitter.com/AcceleratePeace

